
   
 
 

Points and race scoring, how does it work? 
 
Junior Races – Interfields  
Ski racing is simple – fastest time wins! 
 
Youth racing – NZ Youth National Points Series 
Individual races – fastest time wins 
The starting order is drawn at random – a second run is in reverse order. 
At the finals, rankings come into play for the start orders. 
Currently the national youth series points are calculated using the World Cup scoring system. 
Behind the scenes the FIS points scoring system is used for ranking purposes. 
 
FIS Points System  
The FIS points system is used to rank skiers around the world. Points are used to score races, rank 
competitors and establish start orders.  
 
Each individual race is scored based on the skiers time – fastest time wins. 
 
 

FIS scoring system 
The FIS points scoring system comes in to play because there is no standard race course and because 
fields at different events will have differing quality of competitors. FIS uses a Race Penalty system to 
‘handicap’ or ‘rank’ the various events.  
The purpose of a Race Penalty becomes apparent when considering this scenario: Two races of the 
same event are run on the same day at adjacent ski areas with different levels of competitors. In 
each race, the winner receives 0.00 Race Points. Because of this type of circumstance, a 
"handicapping" system, known as the BOB Rule is used to calculate additional points to be added to 
each competitor's Race Points to compensate for the difference in the level of competition in the 
specific event. As there is no standard racecourse, a formula is used to calculate the points by 
relating a racer’s time to the winner’s time. The winner is given 0.00 race points, and then a penalty 
is calculated and added to each racer’s points to produce the racer’s results. This penalty is based on 
the points of the best competitors in the field, and the difference in time between the winner and 
the other competitors. This allows the scoring of different races on different slopes and different 
days, each with different levels of competition to be based on a common scale. 
 
How Points are Scored 
▪ Each racer will be awarded race points based on their time. 
▪ Each race will have a calculated penalty based on the athletes in the starting field and their results. 
Lower penalties indicate a higher standard of competition. 
▪ FIS points scores are the sum of the athlete’s race points + applied race penalty. 
▪ FIS points scores will be counted in the Athlete’s List Points which are published 
periodically throughout the season. 
 
Higher ranked events have less penalties apply. E.g. World Cup events are zero rated while a regional 
event such as NZ’s Tech Series might attract a minimum penalty of 60 points. Therefore an athletes 
score will be higher at lower ranked events. 
 
 



   
World Cup Points scoring system 
For every race points are awarded to the top 30 finishers: 100 points to the winner, 80 for second, 
60 for third, winding down to 1 point for 30th place. 
 
FIS Alpine Ski World Cup 
Competitors attempt to achieve the best time in four disciplines: slalom, giant slalom, super G, and 
downhill. The fifth event, the combined, employs the downhill and slalom. The World Cup originally 
included only slalom, giant slalom, and downhill races. Combined events (calculated using results 
from selected downhill and slalom races) were included starting with the 1974–75 season, while the 
Super G was added for the 1982–83 season. The current scoring system was implemented in the 
1991–92 season. For every race points are awarded to the top 30 finishers: 100 points to the winner, 
80 for second, 60 for third, winding down to 1 point for 30th place. The racer with the most points at 
the end of the season in mid-March wins the Cup, with the trophy consisting of a 9 kilogram crystal 
globe.[2] Sub-prizes are also awarded in each individual race discipline, with a smaller 3.5 kg crystal 
globe. 
 
The World Cup is held annually and is considered the premier competition for alpine ski racing after 
the quadrennial Winter Olympics. Many consider the World Cup to be a more valuable title than the 
Olympics or the biennial World Championships, since it requires a competitor to ski at an extremely 
high level in several disciplines throughout the season, and not just in one race. 
 
Races are hosted primarily at ski resorts in the Alps in Europe, with regular stops in Scandinavia, 
North America, and east Asia, but a few races have also been held in the Southern Hemisphere. 
World Cup competitions have been hosted in 25 different countries around the world: Andorra, 
Argentina, Australia, Austria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Czech Republic, 
Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Russia, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
South Korea, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, and the United States.[4] (Note that all World Cup races 
hosted in Bosnia were held when it was still part of Yugoslavia.) 
 
Lower competitive circuits include the NorAm Cup in North America and the Europa Cup in Europe. 
 
 

How are Events ranked around the World? 
The goal of a FIS athlete is to lower their FIS points score and climb the ranking tables. But you have 
to start somewhere to train and gain experience.  
 
Entry level FIS Events – Minimum 60 Point Penalty 
The FIS Tech Series in NZ is an entry level event with a minimum 60 penalty points. 
The FIS Alpine Ski World Cup and the Olympics are the top level events with zero penalty points.  
 
Examples of approximate event minimum penalties…. 

• Winter Olympics   0 

• Alpine Ski World Cup  0 

• Europa Continental Cup  8-10   

• ANC Continental Cup   15  (Australia / New Zealand) 

• NORAM Continental Cup  15  (North America) 

• Asia Continental Cup 

• South Americas Continental Cup 

• NZ FIS Nationals   30 

• NZ FIS Tech Series   60 



   
 
 
Qualifying Events 

• Winter Olympics 

• World Youth Cup 
 
NZ Qualifying Teams 

• NZ Alpine Team 

• NZ FIS Development Team 
 
 
 


